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H aare Willians is a man of
many  accomplishments
-  lecturer, broadeaster,
negotiator.  researcher,
poet, whter, activist and

artistamongothers-yethedescribeshim-
self first and foremost as a teacher. He is a
listener, too. But for the purposes Of this
interviev`r.heapeaks.Ilisten.

Haare - Te Aitanga-a-Mahalci, Rongo-
whakaata (Gisbome) and Tthoe (Ohiw@
-isal]ndcalman.Hissenteneesflowlike
the poetry he whtes, and inevitalbly. you
arie dramm into his childhood memories Of
spea]chgonlytelcowbflelivingwithhis
paternal and matemal grandparents on
theshoresofohiwaHalbour.20Idlometres
westofop6tiki

Born in the mid-1930s, Wi]liams has led
aninustriouslifeworkingalongsideMaori
andp5kchlHewagoneofagrqupofteach.
ers and academics bchind the rewiiral of te
reoandMaorisdf-worththrougiveduca-
tion,artsandbroadcasting.Ycthisorigins
couldscarcdyhavebeenmorehulhblei

Aswilliamsspeaks,youcansmallthesea
andhearthevoicestha|surroundedhimas
achild.Youcanalsosensethedeepat>iding
loveheholdsforwhanauandwhenua.

Helivedwithhispatemalgrandparents,
RinahaandWalz`emana.inawhal`eraup6
(thatched house). Thdy grandfather built
it, tucked into the clay t>anK. affording us
warmthinwinterandcc>olnessinsumer."

Thefirepitisstilltheretoday,formedwith
clayandhardenedbirfireintoaibrick-like
structure."Youbuiltyourdweningsclose
totheecosystemaroundyouwiththehar-
bourinthefrontandthehfllat]7ourback
so the wind floved over the top of where
youlived"

W.hen he failed School Certificate he
went to work in a woolched until stern
words from his matemal  grandmother,
Walocka BrowlL who lived a.t Te Kara]fty
near Gisbome, sent him back to the class-
rooln.Hebecamethefirstpupflfromtiny

mnarereschoo]tograchiateasatcacherand
tan8htinThunnga.Thip6andhthuriBay,
Northland, before becoming a lecturer at
ArdlnoreandAuddandteachersedlegest
teachingMforistudiestofutureteachers:

TheboyfromthemdflatswasalsoaLpio-
neerinM5oribroadeasting,asinaiigurd
generalmanagerofActearoaRadiothensfar
tionmanagerofRNZsTeReooActearoaLin
thel980sand90s.Wnddngwhthesouth
SeasFflmandTdevisionschcol,hehdped
tereoapeakersforgecareerpa:thsasprcr
ducersandoperatorsinfilmandtdewision

Hehas"rorkeddosdywithiwidainapl
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groups,collectingandpreparingoraltes-
tinoniesforpresentationtotheWtitangi
Tribunal and the courts. He also played
akeyroleinthecdebratioustomarkthe
150thanniversaryOftheTreatyofWalt-
angi,responsibleforwakaconstrucfronand
asseriblyatwahangiasaec`utivedirector
oftheNewzealandl990Commission.

Theseandmanyothercontrlbutionscul-
minatedinhis2018investitureasamenber
Of the Nerhr Zealand Order of M€rfu Ehi:I it
washischildhoodexperiencesthatcraped
the man, and which are reflected in his
poetry,whting,art-andliffiongactivism.

"ygranswerieevictedfromtheir'IThce
landsrsaysWmians."Theyhadtofuda
place to provide them with chdter. They
wenttoohiwa."6hiirawasthctrrefligeand
sanctuary,andbecanetheplacetonurture
theirchrfuedgrandson

That he was taught the old way, omlly,
is dear to see and hear. The richness of

language,waiata,karaldaareineverysen-
tenceheutters.

Williams is acutdy aware that he has
been profoundly influenced by the first
-yeasofhislife.

He writes about his grandparents in
lmny formats but an eacerpt from one
poem "The Dream Spinner", about his
grandfather,revealsunexpededintinacy
andtendemes

With big nightmare dreams he stached
them

One by one into an invisible sack and
then -

"thedrawstring.
Qrid¢Beyr
Arfuerwards we ;would look for haLppyd-
Hehadsequesteredawayinhispocket
"Ah.tonigivericko,wewillalldream

Stmeetdreams,onlyspedaldreams."
Rulbedhandsagatnstlnybrow
Andhappinessintomyhead

A DiFFEFtEN-I NARRATivE
Win whakapapa to Te Kcoti Arikirangi
TeTthild,Winiamsgrewupbeingtau8ht
his whanau's narrative of the controver-
sial 19thtentury leader, rather than the
official account. He was inspired by Te
Kooti'ssignificantcontributiontoMaorias
founderoftheRingatardigion,andforhi§
manycompesitionsofwhta,karakiaand
h!ms, often based on the songs of David
andSolomon.TheRingathreligioncom-
binesaspectsofsociafro]ndalsmandthe
OldTestamentwiththeagcoldstoriesof
REoridom, whch are as andent as the old
Bibbestories."

Combined,  the  principles  Ringatii
espouses have created a powerful, endur-
ingphflosopkyforwflliams'1ife."Igrewup
ina.generationtninkingthatMtoriwasa
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Bothhisgrandmothers,Walremana.
andwalocka,hadanalbidinginflu-
enceonHaarewmiams.Hecanrecall
withgreatclaritytheirteachingand
wisdomHecharesthatlmowledgein
thispoemdroutNiniwalocka:

Koha

OurNaniwal
Sang
totheordhndtrees
callingcach
tynane
wereallydidll'tknow
why
ryougiverme
whenyougivethings,
giveofyouselves
liketrees
that.siiving,
1earnfrontrees."
neesgivetheirbest,
fortrees
toholdbackisto
die
withEarth
forMother
Sky
forFather,
theyholdhack
nothin8!'
Theyear
Nalwalwent
thefrulttreesgrewold
anddied
Wedidh'treallyknow
why

declininglanguageLlspokeonlytereo.Nan
Walremana lmew three English words -
Michact,Joseph,andsavage.Aphotograph
OfMichaelJosephsavage,PrineMinister
from1935-1940,hndplace`ofhonourinall
ourhomesaroundtheharbour."

His grandmother didn't go shopping
becanseofherlackofEnglish.AIthetine,
he notes, even Maori leaiders such as Sir
ApiranaNgatafearedthelanguagewould
languishanddie.

"When I went to school, walking eight

mfleseachway,wea]lspoketereouptothe
schcol gate. Then we spoke neither M5ori
norEntliinNoonesaidanithingi7oujust
knewnottospecktereo.Idich'tseeanyone
punithedforspeakingit,butthethreatwas
thereallthesame.Inednctivdy.welmewte
reomsbaniched.'

He was a fast learner. He could already
readMaoribeforehewenttoschooLaged
seven,andsoonpickeduphisnewlanguage.

WhenNanwbiremanaheardhimspeak-
ing English, the laid a hand on the side Of
hischeckandsaid,"Youhavebeesinvour

mouthmcko",andcriedatthechange§che
couldseeemerginginhergrandsom

WOFtDS AND ACTION
Wiilliamsereditsbothhisgrandmothers for
havingahugeinpactonhislife.Theygave
hindiredionandprovidedarealitycheck
atchticaltime§,whichhecallsserendipity.
Forhin,serendipityisalboutbeingintbe
rigivtplacea.ttheri8httine.Italsoreveals
hisatnitytonototrylistentoadviceofferied
by those he respects, but to reflect and act
onit.

HerecallshowWalrmanatau8hthin
through stories and adious. On one occa-
sion,sheaskedtheyoungWihiamstotake
hertothetopofanearbyhill.Ashetdisit,
he had to take her by horse and hold her
on,becausethepathp`raywassostexpana
unforgivhg.Cinceatthetop,chemadehin
lcok out into the distance at the land they
hadlost-landthathadbeenconfiscateddue
toa]legeddistoyaltytotheonorim.Thepain
cheexperiencedwasdbvioustotheboy:

aMoha Whalcarongb mat" (Child listere

tone)
Tm{tstewingwner
ShesotsideowhHe.Artgivrisiiqgcndd]qu

ptngonherface,eyesdosing,witheac"ine
thezasfeandscomoJtimethotzQftherpeeyte
damaged, derdied. and ha;pgiv:ness just a
dreamina'Treatypromise.Intwt.romerrfu
lsowa/acebha»chedwife7Iermorfaltry.She

holdsbczck7ieroutrnge.Trfusbeqpeustcar
fifledqres-fheco»to{+rsoiiLher/coeatimediieq/
chaoroilcigyofdisapxpoiritinents.

aEmoto,yrmwi»oneda:y!eaR7ethfsshe)-

te7iedvdDe)7andpeurjourmgywillfakeyon
toawindowthrougivwhiefeyouwi"seethe
strangfestofsiBhtsathousandtinesbeyond
here.Onedq\i,youmftndyourtevchofcaocdr
le7zce, and wlten you do, youth fired your

T_____      _________       _                    __            _          _    _    ________i

Shemndehimlookout
intothedistanceatthe

¥oTEL:#quendTe
misslonbal3:ifeThour}ou;rneystartskere."

qArdtha?„
aMa te wa.  Kz4a oacttia hoe 7tet kura

mof*qrfei7iofa,heit¢Indqfropouena*a,ch¢
whwhimote"beiouamateroaranchKo
wdslcamohiorc0nedqy,youwusbeconea
teacha,ctZanpner;adcotor,or77zrtybeapditi-
cianovertwtszandTouwi8lt*hauetofigife/or
theselands.Tchwigivthauetodkefarythend\

Tdla4¢rohakiahoe,eMofeal"04y7oneto
you.Moho.)

IwusL2whenshedied,but7tei.wonds7pep¢
com:ingback.Iwefrobachet:herero¢sotong
ago wtife dangli;ter A7igiea Still there is the
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moumflin, Htw¢rat4 the hilts and ha"ds
trees,fhehatoour,»tegunedfracisclinging
tofhehillstde,andptnetreesha`7ed)yrostdis-
phaedouberatinetrees.

But the index:toticms  across t:hose froe

qFres_.thewiidpri:\inroses,thehiman,rfuon
thesideOfthehm,1;hebendsinthestream
-ct!1gone.6utrmmeemanatiousQf!iJein

apewlha;reraulp6,thegardeus,and"dflats
theneapeelrfugodyhas3{enceQfarothertine
ThGirsong§andmanoriesaneasqff2.ryesceut
astheoccasfoms,AsJdMove¢way,}eerwoMds
lceptretwningoverc»rdover.

SCHOOL DROPOUT
And so, Wnliams became a. teacher. The
joumeywasnotaLstraightforwardonedue
tohislackofquarmcations."Ithou8htlwas
afaflure,solwenttoworkinthewoolched"

HewaspunedupchortwhenWalocka
saidtohim."Boy.ifyouwanttobea§chool
teacher,getbackonthebustoOp6tikiand
get your exams." He follc)rwed her advice.
andwasamazedtofindthattheattitudeaf
thetcachersandprincipalchangedto`trards
hinasheimmersedhimselfinachieving
hiseducationalgoals.Hegainedent]anceto
ArdmoreTeachers'TralningCollege,near
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Auddand,andgzeduatedwhhonourstve
yurshter.

in the early years it wasn't easy, as
williamstransitionedfromilnmersionin
airurallifedominatedtyMaoricultue-
knowlLconnected,qrmmanyreference
pointstocanon-tolivingalifeintheuncer-
taintiesofurbanNewzedand.

"I remember being at a bus stop near

___                                                               __

¥i#?nknisowthe#rtyed
ffffaffffiT:gpelessness
AucklandHospital.Iwaswithafriend,we'a
missedthebusandhadsometimetowht.
Iwasinmy§econdyearattrainingconege.
My mate wandered off and I stood there
inthatbusstopjustwatchingthepeoplc
aroundme.Ifeltlikeanalieninmyown
country,anexne.IhadnosenseOfbdong-
ingtothiscountry.Allthesep5kehipeople
andwhowasl?ItwasaverrydeepfeelinIr

Serendipitystruckagain-thisdrie:fhom
ArdifoaldScott,headofteacherechication
atArdrore,whogavehinho]ra"Hesald
tome,'wiflliams,youhawegreatpotentiar
I bdieved bin Being a teacher is a title I
bearwithhonour.Itenal)1esandennobles

ysungmindstodeveloptheircreativityand
findtheirplaceintheworld.Mytwogrand-
childrmspeaktereowithenthusiasmand
excitement.It'scontagious,theirexcitement
mdesmeexcited"

Afternineyears'teaching,hereturned
toArdmoreasalectuer."Bythetimelleft
then>Maoristudieshadgonefrombeing
part of the social studies curricufum to
beinganareaofstudyinitsownri8hi"

He continued to lecture in Maori stud-
iesatAutRIandteachers'Tfainingcouege
andasatutoranddeanatuhitec,wherehe
becameMaoriadvisertothechiefexeou-
five. 0.ater stin, he was MTaori achker to
formerAuddandmayorphilGofD

FIRE IN THE BELIE:Y
Williamshasatwaysbeenanactivist,fight-
ing initially to keep the Maori language
alhre,thengrowitthroughthecareershe
hasfollowedandbyinfluencingotherswith
hispoetry,oratoryandart.

Heisaquiet,reflectiveman,butappearL
ancescanbedeeeptive-always,thereisfire
andpaesioninthcbdly.

Heisalsoanoptinist:thefutueliesin
rangatahiMaoriandpakcha,whotogether
canrmkeNewZealandthemostlivechle
smalldemocracyinthewor]d.

"Oneofthemostinportantthingslhat

takesplaceintheheartsOftheoffendedis
therdeasefromunresolvedgrief.Educa-
tionistheonlyantidetelknowtodealwith
fear,hdplessnessandfailure.

"Locktorangatahi.MaoriandPakcha,

fluent in our founding cultures, to craft
a vision drawn from the ideological fur-
rowslefttysavage.Ngata,Tepuea,Whina
Ccoper.Walker.Kirk,andurctere.

"Buildabioulturalconversationaround

theTreaty,kaltiakitangaandmanaakitanga
-agenerosityofapiritandtrusL"

RESTORATION-TEWHAKAHOU
Weholdinourhands
Tnetootstn€Inaterials
Wisdytorebunldourhouse
Rangatahiandafutue
Ncwafltogether
TthrfuinaLsincteaction
lift

Nanwal'sprophecywasfulfilled.Williaus
seesitinhisfourchfldren,whohavebecome
a teacher, a lawyer. a doctor and a politi-
cian.However,forthosewho]mowhinit
isobviousthathe.too.realisedNanWai's
predictionasapeacemaker,1egalexpertin
land matters, healer, diplomat and, above
all.atcadr.I


